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WESTERN SAHARA -- AFTER BOUMEDIENNE ? 


ANNCR: 

THE DEATH OF ALGERIAN PRESIDENT HOUARI BOUMEDIENNE IS 
EXPECTED TO HAVE AN IMPACT ON ONE OF AFRICA'S SMALLEST BUT 
MOST PERSISTANT REGIONAL CONFLICTS: THE GUERRILLA WAR IN THE 
WESTERN SAHARA, VOA'S WEST AFRICA CORRESPONDENT JOHN ROBERTS 
SENDS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

SINCE NINETEEN SEVENTY FIVE, WHEN SPAIN PULLED OUT OF ITS 
FORMER COLONY ON THE WESTERN EDGE OF AFRICA, ALGERIA HAS GIVEN 
STRONG SUPPORT TO THE POLISARIO GUERRILLAS IN THEIR ATTEMPTS 
TO DISLODGE THE JOINT ADMINISTRATION OF MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
FROM THE TERRITORY. 

POLISARIO HAS ITS HEADQUARTERS IN ALGERIA AND STAGES ITS 
HIT AND RUN DESERT WAR AGAINST MORROCAN TROOPS IN THE REGION 
FROM THE FAR WESTERN TIP OF ALGERIA WHICH TOUCHES ON THE 
WESTERN SAHARA, 

IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED IN DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES THAT ALGERIA'S 
SUPPORT FOR THE GUERRILLAS HAS LARGELY BEEN THE RESULT OF 
PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE'S OWN PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE CONFLICT 
AND THE RIVALRY BETWEEN HIMSELF AND MORROCCO'S KING HASSAN THE 
SECOND. COPT) THE ALGERIAN LEADER HAD NO PRIME MINISTER, NO 
VICE PRESIDENT, AND NO DEFENSE MINISTER OR CHIEF OF STAFF TO 
OFFER OPINIONS ON THE ISSUE, UNTIL A NEW PRESIDENT IS ELECTED, 
ALGERIA'S POLICY WILL BE GUIDED BY THE EIGHT-MAN COUNCIL FOR 


THE REVOLUTION, AND THERE IS LITTLE EVIDENCE THAT ANY OF 
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THEM, OR ANY OF THE POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR THE JOB SHARED 
PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE'S ENTHUSIAM FOR THE CONFLICT, CEND OPT) 

BEFORE THE ALGERIAN LEADER DIED, KING HASSAN EXPRESSED 
HIS CONVICTION THAT THE GUERILLA WAR WAS THE PERSONAL CRUSADE 
OF PRESIDENT BOUMEDIENNE -- AND THAT IF HE WERE TO DISAPPEAR 
AN ACCORD COULD BE SPEEDILY REACHED WITH THE LEADERS OF 
POLISARIO, 

WHETHER THAT HAPPENS OR NOT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS SURROUNDING THE WESTERN SAHARA ISSUE HAVE BEEN 
EFFECTIVELY STALLED SINCE THE ALGERIAN LEADER'S SICKNESS, AND 
ARE LIKELY TO REMAIN SO UNTIL THE NEW LEADERSHIP IS DECIDED, 
COPT) LAST AUGUST, FRANCE LAUNCHED WHAT IT CALLED "A DYNAMIC 
FOR PEACE" FOLLOWING MOVES BY THE NEW MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN 
MAURITANIA TO GET RID OF A COSTLY AND UNPOPULAR WAR. ALGERIA 
HAILED THIS MOVE, BUT LITTLE HAS COME OUT OF IT OTHER THAN A 
SERIES OF INCONCLUSIVE CONSULTATIONS AMONG MOST OF THE PARTIES, 

SINCE THEN, THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY'S SO-CALLED 
COMMITTEE OF WISE MEN DECIDED TO SEND THE HEADS OF STATE OF 
NIGERIA AND MALI AROUND THE REGION TO TEST THE SENTIMENT FOR 
A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT. ALGERIA SO FAR HAS BEEN LUKEWARM 
ABOUT THIS OAU MEDIATION EFFORT, CEND OPT) 

BUT IN LOOKING TO THE FUTURE OF THE WESTERN SAHARA, A LOT 
OF PEOPLE WILL BE WATCHING TO SEE THE KIND OF RELATIONSHIP THAT 
DEVELOPS BETWEEN ALGERIA AND MOROCCO WHEN THE LEADERSHIP OF 


ALGERIA HAS BEEN DECIDED, 
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